
Independent Reading Project Options





Each quarter, you will be responsible for reading a book completely on your own. You will select the book, read the book, and complete a project without in-class help from me or your peers, so I need to give you details about what sort of books you should read and what the projects will be like.

For starters, here are the Basics… no matter which project you choose to complete:
1. Congratulations! You have already completed this step by selecting your book and writing your essay on literary merit! Hopefully you are well on your way with the reading as well!
2. Include the book title and author somewhere prominent on your project. Also include your own information (name, class period, date).
3. Write ONE paragraph summarizing the story. Include who the main character is, what he/she wants, an important obstacle/conflict he/she must overcome, and whether he/she gets what he/she wanted. *Each paragraph you write for this project should be full. 
4. DO NOT copy/plagiarize anything from the internet, books, a friend, etc… All of the writing you include on your project must be your writing.
	 
	THE PROJECT (The part you physically turn in)
	THE THINKING (The part where you analyze, explain, make connections, etc…)
	THE CONVENTIONS (The part where you follow the rules of our language and the assignment).

	A
	Book title and author are included. It looks AMAZING!!! Final project is colorful, typed, neat, and organized. Everything that should be included is included.
	Events, characters, and theme are clearly and completely represented with multiple, specific examples.  Project exemplifies complex and well-supported thinking. 
	Project exemplifies perfect attention to quality (sentence structure, word choice, spelling, grammar, punctuation) and quantity (length/amount of writing). 

	B
	Book title and author are included. It looks good, but pieces may have been purchased rather than student-created. Project is colorful, typed, neat, and organized. Everything that should be included is included.
	Events, characters, and theme are represented with some specific examples. Project is proficient, showing complex thinking.
	Project is proficient in quality (sentence structure, word choice, spelling, grammar, punctuation) and quantity (length/amount of writing). 

	C
	ONE requirement of the project may be missing. It looks okay. Final project may not be colorful OR typed. It should still be neat and organized.
	Events, characters, and theme are unspecific. More examples are needed. Project shows low-level thinking (usually summary).
	Project is insufficient in quality (sentence structure, word choice, spelling, grammar, punctuation) OR quantity (length/amount of writing). 

	D
	Project is incomplete. Time and effort are needed. Final project is not colorful, typed, neat, or organized.
	Events, characters, and theme from the book are missing, unclear, or incomplete. Project shows limited or minimal thinking.
	Project lacks quality (sentence structure, word choice, spelling, grammar, punctuation) and quantity (length/amount of writing). 

	F
	Project can not be scored because requirements are not met. 
	The final project shows little or no overall thinking.   
	Project is incoherent.


THE RUBRIC

This rubric applies to all independent reading projects you will complete for this class. 
If you are a Junior or Senior you need to complete two of the following options. If you are a Freshman or Sophomore you need only complete one.

HERE ARE YOUR OPTIONS:

CHAPTER QUESTIONS – Write 30 chapter questions for your book. Your questions should be a balance of level 1 questions (have a correct answer that can be found in the book) and level 2 questions (cannot be answered well without thinking beyond the words on the page). Include answers to the questions.

GRAPHIC NOVEL – Make a graphic novel or comic book version of an important scene in the book. Write a paragraph explaining the scene’s importance.

COMMUNITIY RESOURCES – Young Adult literature often involves sensitive issues such as suicide, drug use, violence and numerous others. Create a file of research on local community resources that would help a character in your book. Create a display board or pamphlet for displaying your research. Then, write a paragraph explaining the character’s problem and how the resources you found may help him or her. 
DIORAMA – Create a three-dimensional scene from the book. Most students create this inside a shoe-box, although you might also consider a multi-sided diorama that shows different scenes or points of view. Also, write a paragraph describing how the events in your scene contribute to the meaning of the book you read.
WRITE A FOUND POEM — Using quotes from the book you read as the lines in your poem, create a brand-new piece that complements the book. Write a paragraph explaining how your poem complements the story. (Make sure you understand the word “complement” for this!).

MAP OF SETTING —Create a map of a setting from the book you read. Write a paragraph explaining the various locations on the map. *The map you create must differ significantly from any maps provided in the book.

COLLEGE APPLICATION – Create an application that a character from your book would submit to a college. On the application include Name, Academic Rank, Courses Taken and Grades, Extracurricular Activities, and Work and Volunteer Experience. Choose one of the following questions to answer in a one-paragraph essay from the character’s point of view: 

      1) What experience, event, or person has had a significant impact on your life?

      2) Discuss a situation where you have made a difference.

      3) Describe your areas of interest, your personality, and how they relate to why you would like to attend this college.
BOOK JACKET—Design a book jacket to reflect the story you read. Write one paragraph explaining the choices you made for cover art, colors, organization, and fonts. What makes those choices appropriate for the story? *Your book jacket should not look like any that already exist!

GRAPHIC NOVEL – Make a graphic novel or comic book version of an important scene in the book. Write a paragraph explaining the scene’s importance.

CURRENT EVENTS – Select five current event articles you think your character would be interested in. Then write a paragraph explaining what the character would find interesting about those articles. Make sure you include copies of the articles in your project. You can clip them from the newspaper or print them from online and attach them to your paragraph.
CREATE A CHILDHOOD – Select an adult character from the book you read, and tell the story of his or her childhood in such a way that reveals why he/she is the way he/she is in the novel. You don't have to write about the character’s entire childhood but maybe focus on one event that made an impact. Write at least four paragraphs.

A CHARACTER’S ROOM – We learn a lot about people by how they decorate. Select a character from the book you read and draw two rooms that would mean a lot to that character. Write a paragraph of explanation that includes descriptions and examples of why you designed the room as you did. Reference specific portions of the book when possible.
TALK TO THE AUTHOR Write a letter to the author of the book ex- plaining to him or her why you think he or she wrote the book and what he or she was trying to show through the book. Be sure to explain what you got out of the book. If the author is still alive, send the letter to the au- thor via the publisher of the book.

A CHARACTER’S FEARS One way we get to know characters is to think deeply about them and make inferences based on their actions and on what they and others say about them. Through a person’s ac- tions we can learn what they fear and what they want to avoid the most. Select several characters from your novel and write short essays on what you believe they fear the most and what evidence you used to come to this conclusion.

